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Conference 2010
The 36th National Conference was held in Kilkenny on the first 
weekend of October.  While attendance could have been better, the 
conference was a great success. The mayor of Kilkenny Martin Brett 
opened the conference on Friday evening in the Design Centre 
Kilkenny. Jack Burtchaell gave the opening presentation on the 
Landscapes of Kilkenny. His talk was illustrated with a huge range of 
slides contrasting the different landscapes throughout the county 
and was as thought provoking as it was informative.

On Saturday Jim Dunne of Lisheen Mines gave an excellent talk on 
the mining and wind farm operations in Lisheen. His talk was 
accompanied by excellent slides illustrating the operation of the 
works.  This presentation is now available on the AGTI website 
under ‘professional development’.

Deirdre Cullen outlined the plans for the 2011 census while Pat 
Tynan conducted an informative walking tour of Kilkenny. 

Sue Honan guided an excellent collaborative discussion on 
conducting and writing up the Geographical Investigation.  Vincent 
Hussey of the OPW hosted an excellent presentation of the flood 
defence measures implemented on River Nore.

Jane Brook presented the accounts of the Association.  While we are 
healthy financially, we really need to improve numbers.  Several steps 
have been taken in this regard but I would urge existing members to 
encourage their colleagues to join. If there is no branch near you, 
perhaps you could consider setting up a branch  Funding and all the 
advice and support you need is available for this.

I am very grateful to all our speakers for the huge effort involved in 
preparing and delivering their presentation for us. I particularly 
pleased to acknowledge the contribution to discussions by attending 
members who made the conference all the more worthwhile.
Many thanks to Paul Cuddihy and Andrew Cox of the South East 
Branch for their work in hosting the conference. Thanks also to 
Anne Teehan and Frank Kavanagh of the OPW and Kathleen Moran 
and her staff at  the Design Centre for taking such good care of us.
! ! ! ! ! ! Peter Lydon, President
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Upcoming Events
These events are free to attend

November 13th
East Central Branch 
Development Day
Drumcondra Education Centre
register your interest to peterlydon@iol.ie

November 18th
Navan Branch (North East Branch)
AGM and LC Marking Scheme
Navan education Centre

November 18th
South East Branch
FieldWork Investigation

November 24th
Gwenda Hurst Trustees
Annual Gwenda Hurst Lecture
‘Here, There and Everywhere: Global Geography 
Teaching’
Shelagh Waddington
TCD.

December 1st
North East Branch
Review of JC Examination
Navan Education Centre

December 1st
East Central Branch
‘Aspects and SRPs: A Collaborative Approach to 
the Geoecology Option’
Sue Honan
Tallaght Education Centre

January
NQT and PGDE Plenary

Further details will appear on www.agti.ie 

or click the link on www.agti.ie
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Branches 2010

Branches currently recognised by the 
National Executive are

AGTI - Navan Branch (North East)
AGTI - South East Branch
AGTI - North Munster Branch
AGTI - East Central Branch
AGTI-Ballina

We are keen to re-establish branches in 
Cork and Galway.  Funding and advice is 
available to help with this.
If you would like to be involved in this, 
please contact Peter Lydon 
(peterlydon@iol.ie).

Link to PowerPoint 
presentations and 
other resources

Examination information 
and circulars

List of upcoming 
events

News items of geographical 
interest

Current Video of 
geographical interest

Useful Links

Back Issues of 
GeoPoint

Geography and ICT

The government has announced a series of grants to 
allow school purchase ICT equipment. Part of the 
government vision is for every classroom to have a 
computer and a data projector. Post primary schools will 
each receive a base grant of €1,700 and a payment of €63.45 
per capita, which will enable the schools to purchase 
equipment. DEIS schools will receive a higher basic grant of 
€2,550.
While it will take some time to roll out this plan, 
should it happen it would make a significant 
contribution to teaching geography in the classroom.  
Further details are available on http://www.ncte.ie/
media/ICTGrant-Letter-PPschools(Oct%202010).pdf
A data projector and computer in a classroom could 
greatly enhance the teaching of maps and photographs 
as well as facilitating the use of online video and 
learning tools.

NCTE Broadband Web Filtering

If you every tried accessing YouTube on the ‘schools network’ you will have discovered that it is blocked by 
the NCTE’s web filter.  It may explain why you can’t see the video on our home page. The good news 
however, is that there are now different filter levels available and your school can apply to have a different 
filter level applied that will give access to YouTube and other useful sites.  More details can be found here 
http://www.ncte.ie/Broadband/Filtering.

www.agti.ie
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Geography, Development and Human Rights

The Irish branch of Amnesty International has published a Multimedia 
resource for teaching aspect of Development at Leaving Certificate level.  
The resource has five sections covering the relationship between Poverty 
and Human Rights, one of Approaches to Development, a section on 
Global Slums, one section on MNCs, Human Rights and Sustainable 
Development and finally a section on Gender and Development. The 
resource is accompanied by a CD with video and PowerPoint presentation 
of images.  Amnesty will make a presentation to the East Central Branch 
on 13th November and teachers will  have the opportunity to get copies of 
the resource.  The publication was assisted by Irish Aid, the government’s 
official aid body. 

Irish	  Meterological	  Society	  

"An	  Evening	  with	  Dr	  Aidan	  Nulty	  -‐	  recollections	  from	  32	  years	  of	  
weather	  forecasting"	  
Thursday	  November	  11th	  at	  7.00	  pm	  in	  Wynn's	  Hotel,	  just	  off	  O'Connell	  Street	  Dublin.

New	  Senior	  Cycle	  Resource

The	  Debt	   and	  Development	  Coalition	   have	   produced	   a	  new	   resource	   initially 	  aimed	   at	  
Transition	   Year	   but	   which	   also	   addresses	   several	   topics	   from	   the	   Leaving	   Certificate	  
Syllabus.	  	  Called	  ‘How	  the	  World	  Works’, 	  the	  book	  is	  accompanied	  by	  a	  CD	  with	  useful	  
PowerPoints.

On	   Saturday	   November	   13th,	   the	   East	   Central	   Branch	   will	  
hold	   a	   ‘Development	   Day’	   workshop	   in	   Drumcondra	  
Education	   Centre	   which	   includes	   an	   demonstration	   of	  
how	   this	   resource	   can	   be	   used.	   	   The	   workshop	   will	  
provide	  teachers	  with	  practical	  methodologies	  to	  use	  in	  
the	   classroom	   when	   exploring	   complex	   or	   hotly	  
contested	   social	   and	   economic	   issues.	   At	   this	   time	   of	   global	   financial	  
collapse,	  the	  workshop	  will	  focus	  on	  the	  topical	  question	  of	  global	  financial	  

justice.	   The	  workshop	   will	   focus	  on	   skills	   needed	   to	   help	   students	   	   explore	   all	  
sides	   of	   a	  challenging	  topic	   and	   engage	  with	   each	  other	   on	   differences	  of	  opinion	   -‐	   all	  

within	   a	   context	  where	   the	  teacher	   need	   not	   be	   the	   'expert'	   in	   the	  room.	  The	   workshop	  will	  
provide	  plenty	  of	  practical	  ideas	  for	  the	  classroom	  which	  can	  be	  used	  when	  teaching	  a	  range	  of	  topics	  or	  

issues	  in	  Geography	  or	  indeed	  in	  teaching	  other	  subjects.	  	  Participants	  will	  receive	  a	  copy	  of	  'How	  the	  World	  Works'.

Scoilnet Maps
 Scoilnet Maps continues to develop as a resource for geography teachers with over 
1500 teachers registered on the site.
More than just an online version of OS maps and photographs, there are many geo-
referenced resources, i.e. video, animation, documents and more relating to specific 
locations.
 There are many different ways to use Scoilnet Maps.  You can pin your own resources 
to it so that they are always available when you need them.  Or you can share 
resources you have produced by publishing them so that other teachers can use them. 
Overtime, you can build up a comprehensive set of resources around which to 
enhance teaching and learning in the classroom.  It is easily the simplest means of 
integrating ICT into geography teaching.
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HOW BIG IS AFRICA?

ETHNIC MAP OF AFRICA
Discussions of the challenges facing Africa 
can not be held in isolation of the ethnic 
reality. Political boundaries that match the 
ethnic boundaries would make little sense. 
African states, arguably, must be multi-ethnic.  
Either way, it is useful for government 
agencies and NGO to bear in mind the 
ethnic division when engaged in development 
efforts.
map from Glassner, M.A.,  ‘Political Geography’, 
2nd Ed. 1996, Wiley

COLLABORATE!
We are always looking for ideas to 

share around the 
community of Geography 
teachers.  It could be a 
good idea that worked well 
in class or a useful website. 
Whatever it is, please send 

your contribution by email to 
peterlydon@iol.ie  Full credit is given 
and copyright retained by authors.

Is there such a thing as ‘immappacy’

In addition to the well known social issues 
of illiteracy and innumeracy, there also 
should be such a concept as "immappacy," 
meaning insufficient geographical 
knowledge. 

A survey of random American schoolkids 
let them guess the population and land 
area of their country. Not entirely 
unexpected, but still rather unsettling, the 
majority chose "1-2 billion" and "largest in 
the world," respectively.

Even with Asian and European college 
students, geographical estimates were 
often off by factors of 2-3. This is partly 
due to the highly distored nature of the 
predominantly used mapping projections 
(such as Mercator). 

A particularly extreme example is the 
worldwide misjudgment of the true size of 
Africa. This single image tries to embody 
the massive scale, which is larger than the 
USA, China, India, Japan, and all of 
Europe ... combined!

by Kai Krause


