42nd Annual Conference 2016
Green Isle Hotel, Newlands Cross, Dublin
Friday 23rd & Saturday 24th September 2016

Classroom Geography
Programme

President’s Welcome
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 42nd
conference of the Association of Geography Teachers of
Ireland. Our annual conference is an excellent opportunity to
meet with other teachers and to learn new things that help
improve our practice. I hope you have an enjoyable conference and look forward to
taking with you over the weekend.

We are very grateful to our speakers for giving up their free time to present to us.
Many of our speakers have delivered talks before for the Association and have
supported us in several of our activities. Their contribution makes all the difference to
what we do as an Association. Details of the talks for the weekend are printed in this
programme. We would ask you to do your best to stick to the times so as to prevent
overruns.

I want the express my gratitude to the committee of National Executive for the work
they do. The National Executive is composed of representatives from each Branch.
They give up their free time to attend meetings and to organise events for members in
their region. Without their work we simply would not have an Association. I would
also like to thank our Trustees - Betty Higgs, Gerard Syron and Arthur Travers for their
ongoing support of the Association. I am grateful to the Gwenda Hurst Trustees for the
continued successful operation of the Gwenda Hurst Memorial Fund which each year
awards a medal to the students achieving the most meritorius result in the Leaving
Certificate Examination. I’d like to extend a special word of thanks to Jane Brook, our
treasurer who keeps the Association running smoothly.
Finally, I’d like to encourage you to get involved in your local branch. If there is no
branch close to either your school or home, we can offer guidance and access to
funding to enable you to run a branch. As compulsory CPD emerges, your role in the
Association becomes even more important.
Cathal Loftus, President, AGTI.

This year’s conference follows on from the successful structure
we adopted last year. Our focus this year is on practical ideas for
teaching geography in the classroom. Each year the evaluation
forms you return offer suggestions for future meetings. We try to
arrange as many of these as we can. So we are confident you will
find this year’s conference rewarding. Within the short time frame of a one day
conference, there is only so many topics we can address. However, we also provide
workshops throughout the year and if you would like workshops on specific topics,
please feel free to email us.



All presentations are in the Normandy Suite suite unless otherwise stated. Tea &
Coffee is served in the Foyer. Please take time to visit publishers’ stands over the
course of Saturday.



Lunch is in the Clifton Lunch Suite



Please sign up for your lunch preference at the registration desk by Saturday
morning.

If you have not yet signed up as a member for this year, you can do this at the
registration desk.
If you have any questions or queries over the weekend, please do not hesitate to
approach me, or Jane on the registration desk.
Finally, your conference pack contains a conference evaluation form. We would be
pleased if you would return this completed to us at the close of the conference.
Best wishes,
Peter Lydon,
AGTI Vice President

--------------------------------------------------------------Friday 23rd September 2016 7.30pm

Clifton Suite
Registration
Commencement 8.00pm
A Short Presentation by the Geographical Society of Ireland
-------------------------------------------------

Geographical Investigation 2017
Example Coastal Field Work for the Geographical Investigation
Plenary on writing up the GI Booklet and 2016 Marking
Chaired by Peter Lydon

-----------Wine and finger food reception follows
Kindly Sponsored By Folens

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 24th September 2016
Normandy Suite

unless stated otherwise
8.30am – 9.00am

Registration

9.00am – 10.00am

Physical Geography
"Wicklow - Stories in Stone The geological heritage of Co.
Wicklow"
Tina Keating

10.00am – 11.00am

Classroom Teaching
Core Unit 1 Teaching Ideas and Exam Tips.
Sue Mullholland
Or
Peter Lydon’s Box of Geography Tricks
Clifton Lunch Suite
Peter Lydon
Or
Léacht ar chorparáid ilnáisiúnta amháin atá suite in
Éirinn...oiriúnach don Teastas Sóisireach agus don
Árdteist.
Clifton 7
Liam Ághas

11.00am – 11.30am

11.30am – 12.30pm

Tea & Coffee - in Foyer

Population of Ireland 2016
Preliminary details from the 2016 Census
Dermot Corcoran, Statistician, CSO.

12.30pm – 12.45pm

AGTI AGM
How do we spend your membership fee?
Gwenda Hurst Report
Health of the Association report
Jane Brook
Election of President

------------------------------Lunch -----------------------------1.00pm - 2.00pm

Lunch – Clifton Lunch Suite

------------------------------Lunch -----------------------------2.00pm – 3.00 pm

Ordnance Survey Mapwork

'Get a TEN with LEN!' - Ordnance Survey Mapwork for
the Certificate Examinations.
Arthur Travers
3.00pm – 3.15pm

Break

3.15pm – 4.15pm

Active Approaches to Core Unit 1
Michael Organ

4.15pm – 5.00pm

Plenary Session & Closing
Post Marking Review;
Continuous Professional Development (CPD);
AOB.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

notes:

Niamh Moore-Cherry
Niamh is an Associate Professor in the School of Geography, University College Dublin.
She is an urban geographer and her research is focused on understanding how cities
are governed, how urban
policy is developed, and
with what impacts. She
is the author of Dublin

Docklands Reinvented (Four Courts Press, 2008), has co-edited two books and has
papers published in national and international journals. She is a Senior Fellow in
Teaching and Academic Development at UCD and has a strong research and practice
interest in first year transitions and student partnership. Niamh is a member of the
Social Sciences Committee, Royal Irish Academy; Chair of the IGU Urban Commission
Young Scholars Committee; and has been elected President of the Geographical Society
of Ireland, 2016-2018.

Martin Sokol
Martin Sokol is an economic geographer whose primary research interests revolve
around social and spatial inequalities in the context of the ‘New Europe’. The key areas
of his expertise concern the fundamental processes shaping economic geographies of
contemporary Europe – the rise of the so-called ‘knowledge-based economy’ in the
‘West’ and the collapse of ‘state-socialism’ in the ‘East’ - and the implications of these
two processes for cities and regions in Western and East-Central Europe.

International Geographical Congress 2024 - Dublin, Ireland
GSI have won a bid to host in Dublin the International Geographical Congress of the
International Geographical Union (IGU) in 2024. The conference will host an expected
3,000 delegates from around the world. This is the biggest geography conference in
the world, and as part of the Dublin 2024 IGU congress, the Geographical Society of
Ireland is keen to offer the best possible involvement of Geography teachers in Ireland
in a range of activities.

Tina Keating
Tina Keating is a graduate of UCC and Trinity St. David Wales. She is a gemologist and
geologist. Tina works as an independent Geologist who specializes in education. She
provides experiences for students and teachers in geographical investigations, fieldtrips
and school visits. Tina is a Heritage Specialist/Geologist for Primary and Secondary.

Sue Mullholland
Sue has been teaching over 30 years, with experience
in voluntary, community and private schools. She was
part of a ministerial appointed Task Force on education,
leading to the Publication of 'School Matters' . She was
a supervisor for PGME students for UCD and was part
of the writing team for CDVEC leading to the
publication'
Ireland's

Geographical

Heritage'.

I

Exploration,

am

co-author

investigating
of

Leaving

Certificate text books in the Planet and People series
for Mentor publications. Sue also has experience in
mainstream,

DEIS

and

intensive

repeat

Leaving

Certificate teaching.

Dermot Corcoran
Dermot Corcoran is statistician
for

the

Census

Geography

section in the Central Statistics
Office

since

2008

and

has

overseen the introduction of GIS and the GeoDirectory in making improvements to
certain methodologies connected with census planning. Dermot also has a MSc in
Spatial Information Management from DIT. As a member of the Census Division
Dermot will provide an overview of the current work connected with Census 2016
including the preliminary results in the areas of population and housing.

Liam Ághas
Bhí Liam Ághas ina mhúinteoir i gColáiste Flannáin i
gContae

an

Chláir

ar

feadh

tri

bhliain

is

daichead. Tá sé eirithe as a phost anois mar tá na
blianta ag druidim. Chaith sé a shaol ag múineadh
staire agus tíreolaíochta. Tá spéis faoi leith aige ins
an domhan atá i mbéal fhorbhartha. Caitheann sé
tráth gach bliain i gKolkata san Ind. Tabharfaidh sé
léacht ar chomhlucht leictreonach iolnáisiúnta agus
and straitéis domhanda atá ag an gcomhlucht sin.

Arthur Travers
Arthur has over forty years experience with the teaching of Geography - mostly at The
King's Hospital, Dublin 20. He supervised student teachers on school placement and
Geography methods classes in Maynooth University. He was a Transition Year coordinator and one time member of the TY In-service team. He is a Past President of
AGTI and regular contributor of Mapwork exercises to Geographical Viewpoint. He
brings an experience second-to-none in the teaching of geography in the classroom.

Michael Organ
Michael is an experienced geography teacher and head of the
geography department in Scoil Pol, Kilfinane, Co. Limerick and
Leaving Certificate geography tutor for Kilmartin Educational
Services. He is the author of the 'Earth' Leaving Certificate
geography books by Educate.ie. Originally from Ennistymon,
Co. Clare, his enthusiasm for geography stems from the
unique and beautiful geographical landscape of the area.

Peter Lydon
Peter is a Past President and currently Vice-President of the AGTI. He served as a Local
Facilitator for the PDST and on the NCCA Junior Cycle
Geography Committee drafting the rebalanced Junior Cycle
Geography Syllabus. He worked as an ICT Tutor and
Subject Matter Expert for the NCTE (now part of the PDST).
He has served on several committees including the Royal
Irish Academy Geographical Sciences Committee and the
Geological Survey of Ireland representing geography in
schools and developing resources for geography teachers
and students. He has acted as a consultant on several
teaching and learning projects including Scoilnet Maps. He
is a specialist teacher, consultant and advocate of Exceptionally Able (gifted) students
and recently completed an MSc in eLearning from DCU. He is the author of ‘Literacy for
Junior Cycle: Key Words for Junior Certificate Geography’ (Amazon).
He maintains several websites and blogs including www.geography.ie.

Gwenda Hurst
Gwenda Hurst was born in New Zealand, 1913. She graduated in History from the
University of Wellington, N.Z and in Geography from Oxford University. She married
John Hurst and moved to Dublin, 1958 where
John was appointed Deputy Librarian at Trinity
College

Dublin.

Gwenda

joined

staff

of

Alexandra College, Dublin to teach geography.
In

September

1961,

Gwenda

convened

a

meeting of 35 geography teachers in the Royal
Irish Academy, under the chairmanship of Dr.
Farrington. The first AGTI committee was thus
established. The founding General Meeting of
AGTI was held in Newman House, St. Stephens
Green, Dublin in March 1962. This meeting was
chaired by Professor Tom Jones-Hughes.

84

teachers were present from which the first AGTI Officers and committee were
elected. Gwenda Hurst was elected as secretary. The Cork Branch, the first to be
formed, was founded in 1963. Gwenda Hurst worked as a dedicated committee
member of the Geographical Society of Ireland from 1961 to 1965. Gwenda died
suddenly in 1966 and her ashes were subsequently scattered in the English Lake
District.
The Association established The Gwenda Hurst Memorial Medal in memory of Gwenda
and it is presented each year to the person who gains the highest marks in the
Department of Education Leaving Certificate Higher Level Geography Exam paper. This
Medal is approximately 1 1/2 inches in diameter and is gilt on silver. One side has a
map of Ireland and the name of the Association inscribed, the reverse has Gwenda
Hurst Memorial and a space for the winner's name.
An award is also made to the winner of the article in the current Geographical
Viewpoint which the editorial committee of the journal considers deserving of the
greatest merit in helping other Geography Teachers to improve their performance and
enjoy their subject. Articles for Viewpoint can be emailed to secretary.agti@gmail.com

The AGTI has a strong web presence, particularly on Facebook where teachers can
access support and ideas for teaching.
www.agti.ie

AGTI National Executive and Branch Officers

National Executive Officers
President
Cathal Loftus
Vice President
Peter Lydon
peterlydon.agti@gmail.com
Treasurer
Jane Brook
janebrook2@eircom.net
Assistant Treasurer

Secretary
Caroline McGrath
secretary.agti@gmail.com
Branch Chairs
Ballina: Caroline McGrath
East Central: Peter Lydon
Galway: vacant
North Munster: Vacant
North East/Navan: Vacant
South East: Andrew Cox
South Midlands: Renee Gallagher

Folens
Since our foundation in 1958, Folens has been at the forefront of Irish Primary and
Post-Primary educational publishing. Today we are Ireland’s leading purveyors of
educational content, dedicated to fostering effective and meaningful learning of the Irish
curriculum through print and digital resources.
Our aim is to deliver quality integrated programmes written by teachers for teachers that
make learning effective and fun for students. We are led by our company Values:

People Focused
Respect and Integrity
Quality
Customer Focused and Commercially Successful
Passion
Innovation/Change
Folens’ customer-centric approach has seen us deliver a number of ‘firsts’, including the
provision of online eBooks and supportive interactive resources for teachers on
folensonline.ie. We were the first Irish company to make student eBooks available on all
three main platforms – Windows, Android and iOS.
Building on our long experience in Irish classrooms, Folens is also proud to be the No.1
Supplier of Literacy and Numeracy Resources in Ireland. We exclusively supply the
programmes of choice for Literacy Lift Off / Reading Recovery in Ireland including PM,
Collins Big Cat, Engage, Flying Start, Red Rocket and more – see
www.Folens.ie/Literacy
Our Folens Christmas Annuals have been a childhood favourite for over 45 years.
Folens is committed to Ireland and to Irish education. Our ‘Giving Programme’ includes
the ‘Folens Overseas Teachers Fund’ and uniquely we have created our own fund
(www.LeAFInvestments.net) to invest in start-up educational technology businesses to
ensure the future development of technology for Irish schoolchildren.
With a full-time team of over 75 people, together with our extended family of hundreds
of authors, reviewers and print and digital partners, we offer the teacher, student and
parent a comprehensive solution that provides quality and value in school and at home.
Address: Folens Publishers, Hibernian Industrial Estate, Greenhills Road, Tallaght,
Dublin 24. Email: info@folens.ie Phone: 01 4137200 Web: www.folens.ie

