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General Feedback 

• 10 Questions. Students complete all questions. Question do not carry equal 
marks. 

• This necessarily means that the length of the paper in the first instance becomes 
a differentiator in assessing student learning rather than the demands of the 
questions. This would render the paper an unfair assessment of learning. 
 
No marks are allocated to each question. This means that students have no 
guidance on how much to write for each question – other than perhaps filling the 
space available. Does filling the space now become the determinant of 
performance on the exam? There should be marks assigned to each question.  
 
Allocating marks for each question would also allow students to estimate how 
much time they spend on each question. 
 
The Science sample paper gives students both marks per question (all equal in 
Section One) and an indication of how long they should spend on each section of 
the paper. 
 

• It would assist students if each question had a topic heading so that they had an 
indication of which section(s) of the Specification were being examined. 
 

• It would be helpful for teachers to have a sample marking scheme or some 
suggestion of the writing amount/level of detail required of each question. 

 
• As this is a common paper, it is important that the language of all the questions is 

accessible to the entire cohort. 
 
• The action verbs need to be more visible in the exam – perhaps in bold. 
 
• There should be a consistent structure to the questions 
 



• Ok with coverage but better balance between Strands is possible. Generally 
happy enough and overall the paper was good 

 
• Possibly very hard for some ordinarily level students 
 
• Lots more reading compared to examination papers in previous years 
 
• Lot to do in 2 hours 
 
• 13 HO questions 
 
• 36 LO questions 
 

--------------------------------------- 

Feedback on individual questions 

Question 1 

This question is similar to Part As at Leaving Certificate – good preparation for students 
going on to Leaving Certificate geography. 

The question is not an appealing first question – it doesn’t draw the student into the paper. 
Something more colourful and visually appealing would be better – such as question 4 or a 
geographical skills-based question. 

(b) Double check wording for reading level. 

(b) (ii) – Less-academic students would have trouble with “Long-term responses”; ‘effects’ 
would be a more recognisable term. 

 

Question 2 

It would be perhaps more useful to connect this question to a topic rather than purely testing 
skills. 

(a) The map students are required to examine should be more clear, e.g. Ordnance Survey 
Town Plan (versus Ordnance Survey Discovery Series). 

(a)(i) The two figure grid reference could be confusing 

 

Question 3 

Nice, clear map. 

There is no grid letter and the numbers are not clear. There should be a grid around the 
outside of the map as in Question 6. 

This might not be the choice of map for that question especially considering students not 
taking Irish. 



(a) (iii) long sentence – divide into separate instructions.  

Difficult question – not obvious which two features are developed 

Action verbs should be ‘explain’ rather than ‘state’. 

What is being targeted – what’s being examined . 

Wording of this question needs to be reconsidered. 

(b)(ii) There needs to be clarity on how many points students must explain. 

Wordy for less-academic students 

Diagram - “If you wish” - are there marks going for this?  

Students should not be asked to do work that does not attract marks. 

Are there marks for the letter format or just the content? 

Otherwise a good for previously higher students 

 

Question 4 

(a) Nice question – coasts, rivers and settlement 

Add glaciation? Coasts already examined 

(b) Double instruction- better to separate both instructions 

What does ‘detail’ mean? 

It’s not clear that more than one reason is required (is more than one required?) 

A better wording could be 

“Explain the reasons why you would choose to settle at this site”?  Or 

“Explain three reasons why you would choose to settle at this site”? 

Alternatively, factors affecting the location of early settlement could be listed as a menu with 
students being asked to select two or three of the five options 

 

Question 5 

(a) The selection of the climate map is particular to the website it is sourced from and 
dissimilar to the internationally accepted standard climate classification. It is also at odds 
with the identification of, for example, Ireland’s climate and would raise questions over what 
is generally accepted geographical knowledge. The Koppen Classification is the only 
appropriate classification for such a question. 

(b) Fill in the columns - good question but how are marks allocated for this? 

(b)(i) The question asks for the ‘bar chart’ to be completed but it shows a histogram. A better 
instruction would be to “complete the graph…”. 



The instruction to use the correct unit is good. 

(c) This page is a little crowded and needs to be redesigned. Swapping (c)(iii) and (c)(iv) 
would enable better layout? 

(c)(iv) Reads fine; however, students might miss the instruction to justify their choice. Better 
affordances such as having this question as (c)(v) would be better. 

It would also be helpful to require a specific number of reasons, say three, rather than 
leaving the detail required vague. 

Does this question require a paragraph or list? 

This question looks more suitable to high achieving students that common level. 

How would this question be marked? 

Differentiates the cohort – warrants a strong answer 

Action verbs should be in bold 

 

Question 6 

OS map grid - good 

(c) like the idea of a hike and identifying the feature etc but this is a tricky question more akin 
to LC standard. The question needs to be more accessible to less-academic students. 

Layout out of question is an issue - What processes- general or specific? 

Simplify wording  

Compare to Question 3. There needs to be consistent treatment in how questions are asked. 

 
Question 7 

The question needs a stimulus. Again, there needs to be an equal treatment of the 
questions. 

(e) The diagram box should go at the start of the question. 

Explaining would be difficult  

(f) Higher level thinking question – good 

 

Question 8 

(a)(i) OK question but how many marks are there for the quality of the sketch? Otherwise it 
would be better to give the image and ask students to label. 

(b) This is a poor choice of image. A better image would include a aspects of human 
experience of the eruption. 

‘..some of the negative impacts…’, how many is ‘some’? 



Can this be imaginary (…’imagine’…) or should it be based on a case study? 

It would help les-academic students if there was some prompts for this question. 

 

Question 9 

(a) & (b) Straight forward, topical question but a bit wordy for a question near the end of a 2-
hour examination, students would be tired at this stage. 

(c) Is this not a Business Studies question? 

Lots going on in this question but nice question 

(d) Image needs to be bigger – it takes a second look to spot the cruise liner. 

 

 
Question 10 

Good question 

(b) Map ok 

The aerial photograph is difficult to see - better image possible 

The photograph needs a North arrow 

The question asked needs to be appropriate to the quality of reproduction of the image. 

Challenging for OL students 

 

/end. 

 

 

 

 


